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Chapter 1 Background 

The WMO Core Metadata Standard v1.3 specifies a number of code tables with exhaustive lists of 
permissible entries. These code tables are maintained by the WMO Inter-Programme Expert Team on 
Metadata and Data Representation Development (IPET-MDRD). The most recent list of elements can 
be found at http://wis.wmo.int/2012/codelists/WMOCodeLists.xml#WMO_CategoryCode.  

 

From WMO Core Metadata Standard v1.3 Specification Part 2: 

 

 

http://wis.wmo.int/2012/codelists/WMOCodeLists.xml#WMO_CategoryCode
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Chapter 2 Additional Code List Elements 

Considering that, 

GAW is concerned with the long-term observation of atmospheric composition and selected physical 
properties of the atmosphere on all spatial scales from global to local, 

Considering that, 

GAW data originate from some of the most pristine areas in the world as well as more polluted 
environments of large urban complexes, 

Considering that,  

The six focal areas of GAW include ozone, greenhouse gases, reactive gases, aerosols, precipitation 
chemistry, and UV Radiation; and GURME is concerned with urban environments 

Considering that, 

The code table “MD_TopicCategoryCode” contains the element “climatologyMeteorologyAtmosphere” 
that adequately describe the topic of GAW, 

Considering that, 

The available code list elements contain [only] the elements “aerology”, “meteorology”, “airPollution” 
and “actinometry” and that no code list elements exist in the code table “WMO_CategoryCode” to 
adequately describe all of the themes of GAW observations, 

ET-WDC requests that the term “atmosphericComposition” be included in Code table 
“WMO_CategoryCode”. 
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Chapter 3 Rationale 

The vast majority of users relates the term ‘airPollution” to classical air pollutants and to more polluted 
environments. While these are also in the scope of GAW, measurements of the so-called atmospheric 
“background” are traditionally more important for GAW. These observations are more adequately 
described, and are described in a more neutral manner, with the term “atmosphericComposition”. 
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